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21 March 2013 

Prof. Alta Kritzinger and students 

CHRIB 

Department of Communication 
Pathology 

University of Pretoria 

Time to celebrate 
speech,  
language  
and hearing 

Skills to help you participate in life 

feeding 

speech 

language 

literacy 

participate 
hearing 

communication 

Start as early as possible: CHRIB 

• Early communication intervention facility 

• From birth, focus on the early years 

• Services to families with infants and 
toddlers at risk for communication 
disorders 

• Specialize in ECI services for infants with 
Down syndrome 

• Student training and research 

    21 X 3 guidelines to 
celebrate speech, 
language, 
communication and 
participation in life 

Why is speech so difficult? 

Speech 

Low 
muscle 

tone 

Hearing 
difficulties 

High 
palate, 
small 

mouth 

Speech 
motor 

planning 

No help 

What can help? 

Speech 

Confidence 

Good 
hearing 

Speech-
language 
therapy 

Parents 
talk clearly 

Much 
practice 

signing 
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    Language difficulties 

   

  Which factors promote 
language development 
in children with Down 
syndrome? 

An early start 

Parent-infant  
attachment 

and interaction 

Signing 
Joint book 

reading 

Stimulation at 
home and 

school 

High family 
expectations 

Social 
interaction 

Rich language 
models 

Play 

Good hearing 

The ability to communication 
effectively 

sender 

message 

receiver 

Rich 
language 

basis 
Appropriate 
behaviour 

Regular 
interaction with 

people 

Confidence 

Social skills Good hearing 

World 
knowledge 

Literate 

Support 

How to enjoy communication 

Emergent literacy prepares for 
education 

Joint 
book 

reading 

books 

computer 

tablet 
Real life 

experiences 

regular 

Joint book-reading according to 
communication stage 

• Learn sounds: Animals 
sounds and other 
meaningful sounds 

• Vocabulary building: 
Nouns, verbs, 
descriptive words 

• Talk motherese: use an 
interesting voice 

• Focused stimulation, 
but vary words 

 

 

• 2 – 3 word sentences 
• Build vocabulary: 

variety and repitition 
• Question words: What, 

where, who, (why: 
later) 

• Plurals, gender 
• Be enthusiastic 

 

Discovering communication First Word User 
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Stage: Combining words in short sentences 

• Do the previous, but add: 
• Connective words: and, because, when 
• Time: Now, wait a little, finished eating, will eat, 

tomorrow, yesterday, before, after  
• Concepts: Size, number, colours, in front, at the 

back, middle 
• Do short stories 
• Keep language rich and varied 
• Read as much as possible, as often as possible 
• Draw child’s attention to written words  

– New research from Ohio State University 
– Use references to print during reading to 

children (Piasta, Justice, McGinty & Kaderaveck, 2012) 

Keep on communicating! 

 A good reference to use 

• Kumin, L. (2003). Early Communication Skills 
for Children with Down Syndrome. A Guide for 
Parents and Professionals. 2ndEd. Bethesda: 
Woodbine House. 


